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First Annual Winslow in White Rekindles the Spirit of Community Downtown
(Bainbridge Island, Wash.)  -   Nearly 1,000 picnic-goers dressed in white showed up downtown at 6:00 pm on Sunday, September 11th to dine on long, white dinner tables stretching the length of main street and celebrate the spirit of resiliency with their downtown community.

The first annual Winslow in White, http://www.facebook.com/winslowinwhite , was patterned after Diner en Blanc, the original pop-up picnic that began in Paris more than 20 years ago and now draws more than 10,000 guests annually.  This past weekend’s event brought together downtown merchants, property owners, and friends in a mass outdoor picnic intended to re-kindle a sense of community after a prolonged street reconstruction project closed access to 

the island’s main retail core for much of the last six months.    
Done entirely by Facebook and email, event creators The Revitalization Partnership, and Bainbridge Island Downtown Association, put word out just two short weeks prior to the September event date.  Over 100 downtown merchants, property owners, and friends of downtown received messages alerting them that tables for 8 guests were available by reservation for the event. Tables were quickly snapped up, selling out the event’s pre-reserved tables within five days. Individual tickets were also made available to the general public who could reserve up to four FREE General Admission tickets for the dinner.  Additional open seating was left for walk-up guests who wished to join the picnic the day-of the event. Within the week, the event grew from an original 80 tables, to well-over 100.
Set up for the mass picnic began at sun-up with a full street closure as crews set up tables and chairs with uniform precision. An unusually warm 80-degree September day demanded precise timing of floral arrangements and other heat-sensitive details. By 3 p.m. 107 tables with white tablecloths and chairs marched down the middle of Winslow Way, the island’s main street.  Promptly at 6:00 pm some 900 diners showed up dressed in white to picnic with friends and celebrate downtown's revitalization.   

The evening kicked off with a spontaneous a capella version of the national anthem sung by Victoria Robertson, former Miss USO, who happened upon the event while tables were being set up on Sunday afternoon.  The sun set mid-evening following a town photo and beautiful toast from long-time community leader, Larry Nakata, owner of Town & Country Markets. Shortly after 9:00 pm guests reluctantly packed up and wandered away under a full, harvest moon.  Crews moved in to pack away tables and chairs, and by 11 pm the street had returned to the normal quiet of a Sunday evening.
The 2011 Winslow in White was a standout way of bringing community together around the spirit of revitalization. It celebrates the resiliency of one hard-hit downtown, and becomes a symbol of the hope and optimism that every community’s Main Street represents.

Event photographs can be viewed at the 2011 Winslow in White Facebook page,  http://www.facebook.com/winslowinwhite.  For additional information contact Andie Mackin, The Revitalization Partnership, andie@therevitalizationpartnership.com, or Sina Pradel, Bainbridge Island Downtown Association Main Street Program, sina@bainbridgedowntown.org.

The Revitalization Partnership.   Five unique talents. One common vision. 
The Revitalization Partnership’s goal is to help each merchant along Main Street become a part of their downtown’s success story, and bring back the vitality that make our downtowns the heart of our communities.  www.therevitalizationpartnership.com
Bainbridge Island Downtown Association. The Bainbridge Island Downtown Association is a 501 c 3 non-profit working with the community to create a vital downtown. For information on the Bainbridge Island Downtown Association’s Main Street Program and future downtown events, visit www.bainbridgedowntown.org.
